Offer'd with Submillion >=- 


On behalt of the Preachers amons the People called Qua- 


kers, tor their Exemption from being Taxed as ſuch in 


the Poll Bill. 


'K Poll or Tax upon Preachers, We conceive will either 
be a Tax laid upon the profits ariſing by Preaching, 
or as a fine or puniſhment for Preaching : It it were intend- 
ed as a fine or puniſhment, that would infringe the tolera- 
tion of liberty of Conſcience, which cannot reaſonably nor 
charitably be ſuppoſed, it follows then, that the intend- 
ment of it, muſt be a Tax upon the profits ariſing by Preach- 
ing: And in as much as we allow no profit to them that 
ſpeak in our Meetings, we conceive that no {uch Preachers 
or Teachers ſhould be comprehended in this Bill. 


2: The exempting thoſe Clergy-Men from the Poll, who 
do not receive 60 1. per Annum for Preaching, yields us a juſt 
argument from the greater to the leis. That if they who 
receive profit under that ſum are exempted, much leſs are 
they to be taxed who receive nothing, 


2. It is a uſual exception in Mony Bills, that ſuch Perſons as 
recerve Alms of the Pariſh, and all poor Houſe-keepers, who, by reaſon 
of their Poverty only, are exempted from paying to the Church and 
Poor, are alſo eaſed in the Aſſeſments therein appointed: And it feems 
not agreeable with this exception, that thoſe amongſt us, who 
are poor labouring People, ſhould be afleſt equal with Clergy- 
men, having 60 4, per Annum only becauſe ſuch Perſons Preach 
among us. 


. It hath been our Principle, ever fince we were a People, 
that the Goſpel ought to be freely Preached ; and thoſe recei- 
ved by us, as Chrifts Miniſters, have a Conſcientious regard to 
Chrift's Command, and the Apoſtles Example in this Caſe. 


Theſe reaſons are humbly offer'd, not wich any defign to 
withdraw our Shoulders from bearing our part of the common 
charge for ſupport of the Government 3 to which we are 
thankful for the liberty and peace we enjoy : But to prevent 
ſach ſpoil as was occafioned by the late Poll Act, of which ſuf- 
ferings we have many Inſtances, 


